
Westwood Wildlife Warriors 

A fabulous start to the term for the Wildlife Warriors. 

Lots of dedicated pupils from across the year groups meet up each Tuesday 
after school and helped Miss Ellis and Mrs Dhesi tidy the garden after the busy 
summer growth. 

A big thank you to Sean Millward and Adam Nugent for attacking the weeding 
with the utmost determination for two weeks. 

We have had lots of fun so far, we have planted daffodils, pulled up the pota-
toes from last year and made some bird feeders. 

A special mention to Lisa Young as she is having to sacrifice attending the club 
each week to attend Period 6 in preparation for her GCSE exams in the summer. 
We always enjoy it when Lisa pops in and appreciate her expertise and generos-
ity (Lots of seeds to plant in the spring .. ..thank you).  

We are also always looking for new recruits! 

So if you enjoy getting your hands dirty and want to learn more about wildlife 
and nature feel free to come along to HU5 at 3.10 every Tuesday after school. 

Miss Ellis  

Community Heroes this term have redeveloped their links with the residents at Herald Lodge 
in order to provide gifts for the elderly as the weather changes for the worse. Mrs Baller has 
been knitting activity hand warmers for the residents and after this terms visit we intend to 
deliver a new batch to the care home before Christmas due to their popularity. These knitted 
activity hand warmers are ideal in helping patients with dementia to keep busy and active and 
as well as providing a visual and tactile surface they are excellent at keeping hands warm 

These kind of opportunities are perfect for our Community Heroes who have loved interacting 
with the residents and provide a welcome conversation during visiting hours. We’re excited 
about our new members who have joined in Year 7 but welcome anyone wishing to contrib-
ute to the wider community from all year groups. Mr Hensher 
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Drama:  World War I centenary performance of ‘Archie Dobson’s War’ 

On Friday 9th November at 6:00pm in our Drama Theatre, a group of Year 
8 Drama club students performed  a short play called ‘Archie Dobson’s 
War’. The play centres upon a young boy encircled by the emotional tur-
moil and confusion surrounding the Great War. Thank you to those who 
joined us for the evening of commemoration and remembrance captured 
perfectly by the students’ interpretation of the script. 

 

Drama:  Immigration Otherwise 

Year 10 students have been bringing to life a fresh new script based on 
immigration controversy in association with actREAL and research aca-
demics from the University of Warwick. This topic has really challenged students’ opinions as well as manifest 
creative expression and ideas over recent weeks. Their performance will take place on Friday 14th December. 
Please check our Twitter feed for updates 
nearer the time. 

MFL Visit to Madrid 

During October half term 18 GCSE Spanish students visited Madrid for a long 
weekend. We visited the Bernabeu stadium, contemplated Picasso’s famous 
Guernica painting, ate lunch in the market, and went on a cable car ride, 
amongst other things. Students spoke lots of Spanish, and successfully navi-
gated their way around the Madrid metro system. Plenty of adventurous 
eating took place with squid, cuttlefish and giant prawns all ordered (in 
Spanish, of course!) 

 



CAREERS 

Kudos Training 

This term all of our Year 7 pupils will be receiving their Kudos training. Kudos is an 

online careers platform that pupils can use both at school and at home to explore 

all aspects of careers. From matching pupils likes, strengths and personalities 

with future career ideas to help with writing CV’s and investigating career path-

ways Kudos is an excellent resource that we would encourage all our pupils to 

use as they move through the school. A link to Kudos can be found on the school 

website. 

Thinking Ahead 

Careers interviews for Year 11 are taking place this term as pupils start to make 

exciting plans for life beyond Key Stage 4. They will be considering a variety of 

pathways including sixth forms, colleges and apprenticeships. Open event dates 

have been shared with students in mentor time and we would encourage pupils 

to attend events with apprenticeship training providers, colleges and sixth forms 

to ensure that they make informed choices. 

Hoopla 

After the success of the Timberwave project last year Westwood once again teamed with major construction 

company Arup and Imagineers to assist in the construction of a feat of engineering 

installed in Coventry Cathedral for the duration of the Festival Of Imagineers. West-

wood were one of 4 secondary schools in Coventry tasked with using their creative 

skills to decorate over 1000 hoola hoops that formed the impressive final sculpture. 

The awesome spectacle was open to the public for a week in October. 

Animal Magic! 

On Thursday 28th June a group of pupils in Year 10 visited the Moreton Morrell site 

of Warwickshire College to find out more about the courses on offer. We spent a fan-

tastic morning having a guided tour of the campus and looking at the animal care 

and veterinary courses. Students even got to handle the local wildlife! 

*Please  visit our Twitter feed (@academywestwood) to view additional photos  

Inspiring Futures Day  

On the 19th of July we held our second “Inspiring Futures Day”. In collaboration with local employers and 

training providers Pet-Xi, Arup, Imagineers, West Midlands Police, Barclays Bank, DHL and MTC pupils across 

the school were involved in a series of thought provoking and fun activities around the theme of Employabil-

ity Skills. Teamwork, communication, leadership, problem solving, resilience and creativity were definitely 

the order of the day! As part of the day pupils worked with the police on a “Scenes of Crime” 

simulation task designed to develop problem solving skills and a variety of 

practical team building tasks working with our PE staff. 



Recognising Our Partners 

 

During the last 2 years as part of our ambitious strategy for careers we 
have worked hard to establish and cement partnerships with local employ-
ers, training providers, colleges and universities. Our annual Awards Even-
ing in October gave us opportunity to recognise those who have gone 
above and beyond to support Westwood pupils and the delivery of this ca-
reers strategy.  We were delighted to present our first ever Employer 
Awards to representatives from Pet Xi and West Midlands Housing in 
recognition of their tremendous support. This has ranged from the provi-
sion of work experience 
placements to assisting in 
the planning and delivery 
of careers themed events. 

 

Careers Fair 2019 

On Thursday 1st November we hosted over 50 local employers, colleges, apprenticeship training providers and 
universities. Our sports hall and gym were transformed for the day by a wide variety of interactive and informa-
tive stands. Pupils from Year 7 to 13 were able to visit the fair during the day and benefit from the experience. 
The event was a great success and we were delighted to see large numbers of pupils across all age ranges active-
ly engaging in really positive "careers conversations" with our visitors. It was fantastic to be joined by two ex-
pupils who are now working as apprentices with Autins and Survey Solutions! Other visitors on the day included 
Barclays, Birmingham University, RAF, Coventry City Council, Autodesk, Network Rail, Army, Warwick University, 
Morgan Sindall, Telent and Lovell to name just a few.  

From the employers attending the event….who were quite literally full of praise for our "fantastic" student lead-
ers who "couldn't do enough to help you", to those who took the time to stop members of Westwood staff to 
comment "can I just say what lovely children...so polite, well mannered and engaged". Indeed  Miss Hodge re-
ceived the following email ;  

 “Many thanks for inviting us along today to the Careers Fair at Westwood Academy. My colleague Cheryl and I 
both commented on how well organised it was and what a credit your students are to you. We hope that they 

have got a better insight into careers in demolition. Many thanks to you, your staff and your students for looking 
after us and making us so welcome" 

 

 Go4Set Flying High 

After the success last term of our Year 9 Go4Set team, who 
were awarded the People’s Choice trophy at the regional cel-
ebration and assessment day, we are delighted to announce 
that all students in the team have successfully gone on to 
achieve their Silver Crest Award. This is a nationally recog-
nised British Science Association award and we would like to 
congratulate Matthew, Emily, James, Chelsie, Connor and 
Keyaan for their hard work, excellence in STEM and dedica-
tion to the project. 



Join us at our winter Family Day and celebrate this magical time of year. Bring friends and family together 
and be creative with a range of free arts and craft workshops and get competitive in our programme 
of sports activities - all inspired by the festive season. Enjoy tasty treats from our food market and cafés, 
guaranteed to warm you on the coldest of days, or bring a packed lunch and explore our new Art and Na-
ture Trail. Don’t forget your wellies! Get cosy in our theatre, studio and concert hall and enjoy our family 
theatre show ‘Wilde Creatures’, ‘Lord of Strut’s’ dance fantasy adventure, and a performance of Handel’s 
‘Messiah’ by our very own University of Warwick Symphony Orchestra. Tickets are on sale now.  

Find out more at warwickfamilydays.co.uk  

https://www.warwickartscentre.co.uk/whats-on/2018/lords-of-strut-absolute-legends/
https://www.warwickartscentre.co.uk/whats-on/2018/dreams-and-visions/
https://www.warwickartscentre.co.uk/whats-on/2018/dreams-and-visions/
https://warwick.ac.uk/about/community/warwickfamilydays/


Netball News 

The number of girls attending netball after school contin-

ues to grow with Years 7, 9, 10 and 11 all playing fixtures 

in recent weeks.  

Year 7 have made a strong start to their first season play-

ing two matches so far, narrowly losing 2-1 to Ernesford 

Grange in their first match as a team and then beating 

Coundon Court in their second match of the season.   

Year 9 made another strong start to their season beating 

Ernesford Grange 5-2 in the first game of the season. The 

girls lost the second game of the season against West Coventry but with a 

depleted side showed fantastic fight and courage throughout the game.  

Netball training takes place every Thursday and we have fixtures every 

week from now until February half term across all year groups. We are 

looking forward to what is going to be another successful year of netball 

here at Westwood.  

Post 16—In the News 

Open Evening 

Post 16 Open evening was held on Tuesday 6th November, where we were able to present our new 

Post-16 offer—joint provision alongside Kenilworth Sixth Form—to Year 11 parents and external 

students alike. Students were given the opportunity to talk to staff and current students about why 

the Westwood Academy sixth form should be there their first choice  for further education. 

The newly revamped Post-16 section of the school website contains all further details on how to 

apply to our sixth form for September 2019. 

www.thewestwoodacademy.co.uk  

 



Fundraising for Macmillan 

We do not have a large Sixth Form but the students we have are fabulous at fund-

raising. Some are brilliant at baking cakes too. This year we kind of expanded our 

Cake Sale and were a little bit cheeky (or clever) and displayed an array of cakes 

to passing parents and children attending the school’s open evening in Septem-

ber.  At this point I’d like to say a BIG THNAK YOU to parents and carers who very 

generously dipped into their pockets when they saw that the sale was for Macmil-

lan and that the cakes looked amazing.  The sale continued over a couple of days 

and the students also ran a small competition and by the end of the week they 

had raised just over £90.  Well done and thank you to everyone for taking part in 

this fundraising event. 

UCAS 

Our Year 13 students are busily completing their University applications, having dedicated time every morning 

with the tutor team, writing their personal statements and completing their open day visits to universities around 

the country. 

Our ‘early deadline’ students, (applying to Oxbridge, or for Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science)  have al-

ready started to receive offers back. Maybe some proof in the adage that early birds really do catch the worms! 

 

EVITA 

The Sixth Form Spanish students ventured out for an evening to The Belgrade 

Theatre in September.  Along with some staff members they went to see Evita, 

Bill Kenwright’s touring production of the much loved Andrew Lloyd Webber 

musical.  All were riveted to their seats throughout the amazing performance 

which at times even brought some to tears. 

Year 13 PSHE Day 

Our Year 13 students spent the morning taking part in 

two engaging workshops designed to help young peo-

ple actively learn first aid skills and the other to ex-

plore stigma that may affect refugees, asylum seekers 

and migrants. We are very grateful to the British Red 

Cross for fully funding and delivering these invaluable 

workshops which have undoubtedly benefitted our 

students. 

In the afternoon the time was devoted to Personal 

Statement writing and students spent valuable time 

with tutors  



The Westwood Academy 

Mitchell Avenue 

Coventry. CV4 8DY 

    024 7646 7779 

admin@thewestwoodacademy.co.uk 

www.thewestwoodacademy.co.uk  

Dates for your Diary 

Friday 14th December 2018—Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 21st December 2018—last day of Autumn term 

Tuesday 8th January 2019—Pupils return to School 

Huge congratulations to Year 8 pupil Niamh for becoming the UK summer dressage 
junior champion. Here she is with her pony Jester. Well done Niamh! #dressage 
#juniorchamps  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/dressage?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/juniorchamps?src=hash

