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An Introduction
All pupils at The Westwood Academy follow a core curriculum of 
compulsory subjects which include English (Language and Literature), 
Maths, Science, RE and PE. Citizenship, wellbeing and personal 
development are delivered through pupils’ morning mentor time and 
along with PE this will enable them to continue developing as happy, 
healthy young people. 

Alongside the core curriculum, all students will opt for either a language, 
Geography or history and will then choose 2 further options which could 
be GCSEs and/or vocational qualifications such as BTECs. Choosing 
option subjects is a big decision.  Choices made now in Year 9 could affect 
pupils’ future opportunities, although we do offer a broad and balanced 
curriculum with the intention of keeping pupils’ options open Post 16. 
Please note that all pupils are required to stay in education or training 
until their 18th birthday.

Pupils should take time to carefully weigh up which courses will be best 
for them. I ask that you take some time to discuss with your child the 
options available to them and, even at this early stage, the pathways that 
they may wish to take at the age of 16 and 18. Nothing is ‘set in stone’ and 
of course interests and career pathways will change, but it is important to 
avoid poor or inappropriate choices at every stage.
 
Please note the list of options that we are currently offering can change. 
For example, there are always changes taking place at a national level 
and we continue to monitor and adapt to this changing situation.  Also, 
on occasions it is not viable to run courses with very small numbers 
and ultimately some pupils may be disappointed. We cannot always 
guarantee that all of your child’s choices will be met so it is essential 
that they give as much thought to their reserve option as possible.  A 
curriculum made up of 8 GCSE qualifications may not be the most 
appropriate pathway for some pupils and if this is the case we will discuss 
alternative pathways for those pupils.  

This is an exciting time for your child as they begin to consider their 
future. If you would like further information throughout the process to 
help support your child in making their decisions then please feel free to 
contact me at school at any time.

Miss A Hargreaves
Assistant Head of School
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What is a...
GCSE
The General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) is an academic 
qualification awarded in a specified subject, generally taken in a number 
of subjects by pupils aged 14 – 16. They are assessed through terminal 
exams at the end of Year 11. 

BTEC
A BTEC qualification is a vocational qualification that includes a mix 
of theory and practical units of work. Work is assessed in coursework 
modules and an examination. Pupils will achieve Distinction, Merit or 
Pass.

Apprenticeship (not currently offered at The Westwood Academy)
Apprenticeships offer a mixture of on and off the job training experience 
that prepares pupils with the skills they will need for their chosen career. 
You can apply to do an apprenticeship at any age from the age of 16 
starting at level 2. Entry requirements vary, and you may need up to five 
GCSEs at grade A* to C / 5 - 9– including English and Maths.

English Baccalaureate Qualification
Some subjects are required more often than others when it comes to 
application to University courses. These subjects are sometimes referred 
to as facilitating subjects. Choosing facilitating subjects therefore, leaves 
open a wide range of courses to you for study at university. Subjects that 
can be viewed as facilitating subjects: Maths and Further Maths; Physics; 
Biology; Chemistry; History; Geography; Philosophy; Modern and Classical 
Languages; English Literature.
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English

All pupils will complete two GCSEs in English giving them a certificate 
for both English Language and English Literature. This will be completed 
through examination. During the course pupils will learn to understand 
and evaluate non-fiction texts, study spoken language, study a range of 
novels from the literary heritage and practise their writing skills. 
  
The course seeks to develop a pupil’s ability to communicate effectively 
orally, to develop their ideas through writing accurate Standard English, 
and to read fluently; skills which excite outstanding performance in all 
spheres of life. 

Our school library actively supports wide reading which both enriches the 
enjoyment of English and prepares for successful study at GCSE and A 
level in many subjects.

AQA
Compulsory
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Mathematics

Mathematics is a core subject and pupils will study the Edexcel two-
year linear course which will be examined at the end of Year 11. There are 
two levels of entry, Foundation and Higher, giving all pupils the access 
to meet their full potential. Over the two years, pupils will develop their 
knowledge of key mathematical concepts in Number, Algebra, Ratio and 
Proportion, Geometry and Statistics. Pupils will use this knowledge and 
understanding to link different concepts and apply problem-solving skills 
in everyday situations.

The problem solving nature of Maths allows an individual to be able to 
deal with whatever life throws at them.  The logical nature of the subject 
teaches pupils to break down problems into more manageable tasks and 
to use strategy skills to prioritise these tasks.

Edexcel
Compulsory
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Science

Science enables pupils to investigate and explain a range of scientific 
phenomena, and apply it to real life situations. Science is needed for a 
range of careers such as Medicine, Pharmacy, Nursing and other applied 
jobs such as Plumbing and Electrics.

In Year 10 and 11 pupils will study AQA Triple Science or AQA Combined 
Science: Trilogy. AQA Triple Science will award 3 GCSE’s at the end of 
Year 11 in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This is a linear course and 100% 
externally examined. The skills that pupils require to be successful in 
Science are good investigative skills, the ability to use concise English 
in written answers and a questioning approach. This qualification is 
assessed by six one hour and forty-five minute exams in Year 11.
AQA Combined Science: Trilogy awards two GCSE’s in Science. The course 
is linear and enables pupils to continue their studies in Science, but in 
slightly less curriculum time. Pupils are able to study this course and it 
provides enough knowledge to enable further progression at post-16 level 
in a variety of science qualifications. This qualification is assessed by six 
one hour and fifteen-minute exams in Year 11.

AQA
Compulsory
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Physical Education

During Key Stage 4, all pupils will take part in a broad range of activities 
which will help them enjoy physical activity and understand a healthy 
active lifestyle. Activities will provide opportunities for pupils to become 
physically confident in a way which supports their health and fitness. PE 
will also involve opportunities to compete in sport and other activities to 
build character and help to embed values, such as fairness and respect. 

Physical education at Westwood aims to ensure that all pupils develop 
competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities, are physically 
active for sustained periods of time, engage in competitive sports and 
activities and lead healthy, active lives.

Compulsory
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PSHE

All pupils will undertake the PSHE (Personal Social and Health Education) 
programme, during Mentor time. The programme of study consists of 
a range of differentiated engaging and interactive activities such as 
quizzes, debate, discussion, videos and reading etc and will cover three 
core themes of: Health and Wellbeing, Relationships and Living in the 
Wider World. It will also cover all aspects of the new statutory aspects 
of Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) that came into effect from 
September 2020. 

The programme will also cover key Citizenship aspects including culture 
and diversity, conflict resolution and environmental awareness.  In 
addition, the programme will impact the work students do across the 
wider curriculum as it facilitates resilience, independence and critical 
thinking.

Compulsory
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Art & Design

Both Fine Art and Photography GCSE’s enable pupils to travel through a 
creative process learning about different materials and techniques. Pupils 
will have to pick either Fine Art GCSE or Photography. The structure and 
requirements of each course are the same but pupils will explore their 
ideas though different media. They are encouraged to take responsibility 
for their work through guided support.  It promotes creativity, exploration 
of materials and process to inform the development of ideas.  

-   Fine Art processes and techniques - painting, drawing, printing, mixed  
media, sculpture, ceramics and digital media.

-   Photography processes and techniques – digital manipulation using  
Photoshop, taking digital photographs, experimentation with printed 
photography, installation, moving image.

The assessed part of the course consists of a 60% controlled assessment 
project and 40% exam project.  Both are marked on pupils’ ability to 
develop, refine, explore and present their work Pupils will explore their 
ideas through the study of other artists, designers and craftspeople.  This 
will inform practical work.  

For both projects pupils are expected to produce preparation work in the 
form of display boards or sketchbooks resulting in a piece of work that 
draws together their ideas and developed skills.

Year 10 is spent developing confidence to take on the practical and 
analytical skills that will be needed to complete the two assessed projects 
in Year 11.

Studying Art or Photography will give pupils a range of important skills. 
Successful pupils will have learnt to be resilient, independent, creative 
explorers of the world around them.

OCR
Fine Art / Photography
GCSE
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Business / Enterprise

Course structure:
Component 1: Exploring Enterprises.
Component 2: Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise Activity. 
Component 3: Promotion and Finance for Enterprise.  

The first two units are coursework based and are worked upon across the 
course.  Component 3 is a written exam assessed during Year 11 with one 
opportunity to re-sit. Assessment is awarded to Pass, Merit, Distinction 
or Distinction* criteria.  Students predominantly achieve a Level 2 
qualification but a Level 1 is also possible.

What does the qualification cover?
The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific 
knowledge and skills in a practical learning environment. The main focus 
is on the knowledge, understanding and skills required to research, plan, 
pitch and review an enterprise idea that includes: 
• Development of key skills that prove aptitude in planning an enterprise 
activity, including market research, planning, carrying out financial 
transactions, communication and problem solving. 
• Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, such as the features 
and characteristics of enterprises and entrepreneurs, and the internal and 
external factors that can affect the performance of an enterprise.
• Attitudes and ways of working that are considered most important for 
enterprise, including monitoring and reflecting on performance of an 
enterprise idea and own use of skills.

Edexcel
BTEC
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Citizenship

Who is the qualification for?
In this subject we encourage learners to be inquisitive about the world 
and want to know why things are the way they are. Lesson are interactive 
and encourage thinking, debating and solving real life problems. We will 
work in groups and individually and you will need to work independently 
using home study to develop your thinking.  

What does the qualification cover?
There are three areas of study that culminate in two written exam papers 
at end of year 11.
Theme 1  -  Life in Modern Britain  -  25%
Theme 2  -  Rights and Responsibilities   -  25%
Theme 3  -  Politics and Participation  -  25%
Plus a coursework project where we learn to become active citizens and 
actually help others in the community, this is called: 
Active Citizenship  -  25%

AQA
GCSE

What can the qualification lead to?
You can continue to study to A Level or vocational routes beyond GCSE. 
This course would be particularly interesting for further study in politics, 
economics, and law. 
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Computer Science

This GCSE is strongly recommended for students with a base knowledge 
of programming and/or an aptitude for maths and problem solving.

Computer Science will, above all else, be relevant to the modern and 
changing world of computer science. Computer Science is a practical 
subject where pupils can apply their knowledge and skills learned in 
the classroom to real-world problems. Computer Science will foster 
computational thinking, helping pupils to develop their skills to solve 
problems and design systems that do so.  These skills will be the best 
preparation for pupils who want to go on to study Computer Science at 
A Level and beyond. The qualification will also provide a good grounding 
for other subject areas that require computational thinking and analytical 
skills. This qualification is provided in three key assessment areas:

Computer Systems
Examined component set and externally moderated by the exam board.
The focus of this component is on computer systems covering the 
physical elements of computer science and the associated theory.  
Short answer questions and essay type questions
1.5 hour exam
50% of total GCSE

Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming
Examined unit set and externally moderated by the exam board.
The focus of this component is on the core theory of computer science 
and the application of computer science principles.  
Short answer questions and essay type questions.
1.5 hour exam
50% of total GCSE

Programming
Students will develop their programming skills throughout the course 
and will be expected to write and interpret code in both of their written 
papers.  Additionally, all students will be given the opportunity to create a 
range of exciting programming projects to apply the knowledge and skills 
they have learned.

OCR
GCSE
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To be successful in Computer Science pupils must be able to design a 
solution to a problem, create and implement the solution, test, debug and 
evaluate independently. Pupils must have the ability to solve problems 
quickly and efficiently. 

13



Design and Technology

What Is Design and Technology?
Design and Technology GCSE allows learners to identify and solve real 
problems through the design process and into production. Learners 
are encouraged to work creatively and through the course will develop 
a number of core skills, including practical skills, planning and decision 
making.  Learners are required to study all core material pathways, to 
ensure they have a broad knowledge and understanding of design and 
technology enabling them to make effective choices in relation to which 
materials, components and systems to utilise within design and make 
activities. 

Material Specialism 
Leaners will specialise in Fibres & textiles and gain in depth knowledge, 
skills and material processes enabling them to produce a final textile 
prototype. Learns may also explore wider materials such as wood, 
polymers, card and electronics if relevant to their product. A breakdown of 
the core and material knowledge can be seen below.

Assessment
The subject content for GCSE Design and Technology will be assessed in 
the written examination and non-exam assessment (NEA). 

Design and Technology in the 21st Century
Written examination: 2 hours
50% of qualification                                                                        

Design and make task
NEA: approximately 35 hours
50% of qualification

Eduqas
GCSE
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Technical Principles

Core Knowledge & 
Understanding

- Design and technology 
and our world

- Smart materials

- Electronic systems 
and programmable 
components

- Mechanical components 
and devices

- Materials

In-depth Knowledge & 
Understanding

a. Electronic systems, 
programmable components & 
mechanical devices

b. Papers & boards

c. Natural & manufactured 
timber

d. Ferrous & non-ferrous metals

e. Thermosetting & 
thermoforming plastics

f. Fibre & textiles

Plus at 
least one 

from

Designing and Making Principles

Core Knowledge & 
Understanding

In-depth Knowledge & 
Understanding (in relation to at 

least on of a to f above)
Plus



Engineering

This is a new qualification (2017) and it will help you acquire knowledge, 
understanding and technical skills through work-related contexts as part 
of your Key Stage 4 learning. 

The qualification is equivalent to and compliments GCSEs to help develop 
work-related skills in the information technology sector. It will help 
broaden your experience and understanding of where your studies can 
take you in the future.

Course Content & Assessment:
The Technical Award in Engineering consists of three components which 
focus on:
Component 1 
Exploring engineering sectors and design applications - Weighting 30% 
internally assessed assignments.
Component 2 
Investigating an engineering project - Weighting 30% internally assessed 
assignments.
Component 3 
Responding to an engineering brief - Weighting 40% externally assessed 
task students create and engineered product from a given brief.

How Will I Be Assessed?
You will be assessed through tasks set by your teacher that could take the 
form of presentations, practical assessments and reflective journals and 
one exam with a set-task.

Where Will This Qualification Take You?
After completing your BTEC Tech Award, you will be in a great position to 
continue study. You can go on to further academic study such as A-levels, 
or further Level 3 vocational subjects such as the BTEC Level 3 National in 
Engineering.

Edexcel
Level 1 and 2 Tech Award
BTEC
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Geography

Pupils will travel the world from the classroom, exploring case studies in 
the United Kingdom (UK), high income countries (HICs), newly emerging 
economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs). Topics of study 
include natural hazards, climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts 
in economic power and the challenge of sustainable resource use. Pupils 
are also encouraged to understand their role in society, by considering 
different viewpoints, values and attitudes.

It provides pupils with important transferable skills which are essential 
for success after leaving school.  Opportunities are provided for the 
development of key skills such as numeracy, literacy and ICT.  However 
just as important is the opportunity for pupils to gain an understanding 
of the world in which they live, made especially relevant due to current 
events. 

Upon completion of this two-year course students will have the skills and 
experience to progress onto A-level and beyond.
Subject content:
1. Living with the physical environment
2. Challenges in the human environment
3. Geographical applications
4. Geographical skills (compulsory fieldwork)

Assessment 
Paper 1 - Living with the physical environment - 1 hour 30 minutes - 35%
Paper 2 - Challenges in the human environment - 1 hour 30 minutes - 35%
Paper 3 - Geographical Applications - 1 hour 15 minutes - 30%.

AQA
GCSE
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Health and Social Care

The BTEC Level 2 Tech Award is equivalent to a GCSE over a two-year 
programme. It is a vocational approach to learning the content and skills 
required for working in the health and social care industry. You will have 
the opportunity to learn about both health and social care services, jobs 
and the behaviours professionals should use, when dealing with people. 
The course will allow you to delve into the changes that happen during a 
lifetime, such as physical growth or puberty, learning about ‘people’ of all 
ages. You will also gain an understanding about the impact of life events 
such as starting school or divorce.

The course covers modules in the following:
- Component 1: Human Lifespan Development 
- Component 2: Care Values and Services in HSC 
- Component 3: Health and Wellbeing 

The course will also enable pupils to gain a wide range of transferable 
interpersonal skills such as: teamwork, initiative, empathy, listening and 
problem solving. 

Assessment for this course includes:
- Coursework 
- Role plays 
- Exam 

What Can This Qualification Lead To?
This course is the perfect option for pupils who prefer a hands on 
approach to learning and have an interest in: health, well-being, social 
care or childcare. The course also aims to provide industry speakers and 
trips for students. The course is a perfect stepping stone to A Level health 
and social care where students can obtain work placements. 

Edexcel
BTEC
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History

GCSE History encourages you to explore modern and early modern 
History, focusing on both breadth and in depth studies. History requires 
you to think critically about the period you are studying and to make 
inferences into the variety of different sources that will be made available 
to you. 

GCSE History will require you to use a variety of skills to engage with 
written work and exam answers. GCSE History is a good preparation for 
many careers such as Law, Journalism, Politics, Media, Police, Social work 
and Teaching.

For History at GCSE pupils will cover two overall assessment topics.  The 
first is Understanding the Modern World, (examined in paper 1) during 
which they will learn about: Germany 1890 to 1945 Democracy and 
Dictatorship and Conflict and tension between East and West 1945 to 
1972.  

The second is Shaping the Nation, (examined in paper 2) during which 
they will learn about: Britain: Power and the People and Restoration 
England 1660-1685. 

This will be assessed through two exams each 2 hours long and each 
worth 50% of the overall grade.

GCSE
AQA
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Hospitality and Catering

This is an exciting course offering a level 1 or 2 qualification in Hospitality 
and Catering. Learners will gain an overview of the hospitality and 
catering industry and the type of job roles that may be available to assist 
them in making choices about progression. It will also equip learners with 
the knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and prepare 
food, allowing the Pupils to apply the principles of nutrition, sustainability 
and healthy eating.

Following this qualification will encourage learners to cook and enable 
them to make informed decisions about food, nutrition and budgeting 
to allow them to be able to feed themselves and others affordably 
and nutritiously, now and in later life. It will also allow pupils to explore 
sustainability issues related to food, including seasonality, food miles and 
availability, Fairtrade and freedom foods.

The course will be made up of the following modules;
- Hospitality in catering, you will investigate and learn how the hospitality 
service operates, learn about the environment in which operators work 
and research local hotels to help visualise the services offered.
- Investigate food hygiene, including completing a basic food hygiene 
qualification.
- Principles of nutrition, diet and good health. You will be looking at 
the role of the main nutrients in the diet, their sources, function and 
deficiency’s.
- Where food comes from and food related sustainability issues.
- Cooking and food preparation. 

Eduqas / WJEC
BTEC
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Assessment:
Eduqas WJEC Hospitality & Catering Level 1 or 2
Unit 1 - The Hospitality and Catering Industry.
External assessment:
Written examination - 90 minutes - 40% of qualification.

Unit 2 - Hospitality and Catering in Action.
Internal assessment, External modification, Non Examination assessment. 
Research, prepare, cook and present dishes.
9 hours (including 4-hour practical assessment)
60% of qualification. 

This specification has been designed to enable The Westwood 
Academy to concentrate on innovative delivery of the course whilst 
creating a balance between practical and theoretical knowledge and 
understanding. 

Successful completion of this qualification could support entry to 
qualifications that develop specific skills for work in hospitality and 
catering and can also lead to careers in Environmental Health, Childcare, 
Dietician and Nutrition, Food Industry Nutritionist and New Product 
Development.
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ICT / Digital Information
Technology

Course Structure:
Component 1: Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project 
Planning Techniques
Component 2: Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data
Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practices.  

The first two units are coursework based and are worked upon across the 
course.  Component three is a written exam assessed during Year 11 with 
one opportunity to re-sit. 

Assessment is awarded to PASS, MERIT, DISTINCTION or DISTINCTION* 
criteria. Most students complete a Level 2 qualification but for some 
pupils, a level 1 award is also possible.

What Does The Qualification Cover? 
The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific 
knowledge and skills in a practical learning environment. The main focus 
is on four areas: 
- Development of key skills that prove your aptitude in digital information 
technology, such as project planning, designing and creating user 
interfaces, creating dashboards to present and interpret data.
- Process that underpins effective ways of working in digital information 
technology, such as project planning, the iterative design process, cyber 
security, virtual teams, legal and ethical codes of conduct.
- Attitudes that are considered most important in digital information 
technology, including personal management and communication.
- Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes 
in the sector such as how different user interfaces meet user needs, how 
organisations collect and use data to make decisions, virtual workplaces, 
cyber security and legal and ethical issues.

Edexcel
BTEC
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Music

Learners are offered the chance to obtain the GCSE Music qualification at 
Key Stage 4, following the Eduqas GCSE specification.  The course is split 
into 3 components: Performing, Composing and Listening.  

Component 1: Performing (worth 30%)
Students will choose an instrument or their voice to focus on for the GCSE 
and over the 2 years of the course they will have the opportunity to take 
up 1:1 lessons with an instrument specialist from our team of peripatetic 
teachers. Students spend Year 10 developing their skills on their chosen 
instrument and then are required to record at least two performances in 
Year 11, with a minimum duration of 4 minutes. We encourage students to 
regularly perform in front of their peers throughout the course to develop 
their confidence and performance skills. There are also opportunities for 
students to perform at whole school events and assemblies. 

Although it is not essential for students to have prior experience of an 
instrument before starting the GCSE course, it is strongly recommended 
to allow students to achieve their full potential. Students need to show 
commitment to learning their instrument including spending additional 
time practising whilst at home. 

Component 2: Composing (worth 30%)
Students compose two original pieces of music over the two years, using 
a range of mediums including their instruments and music technology. 
Students are given access to a range of cloud-based software which 
they can also use at home for work outside of the course requirements. 
We begin in Year 10 learning how to compose through a series of short 
tasks and then students compose the first of their coursework pieces in 
the summer term of Year 10. Students complete the second piece which 
is written in response to a brief provided by the exam board in Year 11. 
The two pieces combined must have a minimum duration of 3 minutes. 
Students also complete a composing log to explain their ideas and the 
composition process. 

Eduqas / WJEC
GCSE
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Component 3: Appraising (worth 40%)
Students sit a listening examination in the summer of Year 11 which 
makes up the final 40% of the course. The focus of this component is 
on students’ ability to listen to music and describe what they hear using 
musical language. Pupils will study a wide range of musical styles over 
the duration of the course including Classical, Pop, Jazz and Blues and 
Film Music. There are two set pieces of music which the students will 
study in further detail. The exam tests their knowledge of the musical 
elements, musical language and contextual information through a series 
of questions based on extracts of music. 
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Performing Arts : Acting

Is This The Course For Me?
This is an ideal course for those interested in Performing Arts, the 
different elements and skills needed in this industry. You should 
have some confidence in performing in front of an audience and an 
enthusiasm for learning the craft of constructing a performance. The 
Performing Arts: Acting specialism allows students the opportunity to 
experiment and take risks, develop teamwork and communication skills 
and build self-confidence and professional abilities. As well as technical 
and practical skills, knowledge and understanding of Performing Arts, 
students will develop employability skills comprising of self-management, 
team working, business and customer awareness, problem solving, 
communication and literacy, application of numeracy and application of 
information technology.

What Will I Be Studying?
You will follow a varied course covering skills mainly in Drama and 
performance, as well as some areas of backstage and production. You 
will spend the beginning part of the course fine tuning your acting skills 
before moving onto more theoretical based study of practitioners; after 
this you will learn the detailed aspects of building a performance to a 
professional standard. The course concludes by applying everything you 
have learnt into a final exam performance to fulfil a specific brief.

How Will I Be Assessed?
Students are assessed throughout the two years of the course; each 
component has to be passed to achieve the full qualification. Work is 
assessed by case studies, written and practical assignments, performance 
observations, written rehearsal logs and projects. Internally assessed work 
is moderated by BTEC Examiners.

Pearsons
BTEC - Level 2
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Mandatory Units
Unit 1: Individual Showcase (Externally assessed)  - students will write a 
letter of application and prepare an audition piece that demonstrates 
relevant skills and knowledge.
Unit 2: Preparation, Performance and Production (Internally assessed) - 
where students will take part in the preparations for a live performance 
and in the performance itself demonstrating acting skills and techniques.
Unit 3: Acting Skills (Internally assessed) - This unit is about building 
your foundations as an actor; it is not just about performance. As well as 
undertaking a programme of practical classes to develop your physical 
and mental acting skills, you will be required to demonstrate progress 
throughout the unit.
Unit 8: The Performing Arts Industry (Externally assessed) - this looks at a 
range of performing arts organisations and venues and the people who 
work in the industry in various roles, such as administration, technical and 
production.

Optional Units
The remaining units in this qualification are sector-specific, optional 
specialist units. These units focus on acting skills within the vocational 
sector and give learners an opportunity to demonstrate knowledge, skills 
and understanding. The units include: Performance in Context, Devising 
Performance Work and Performing Scripted Plays.

Anything Else I Need To Know?
You are treated as young adults venturing into the world of the 
Performing Arts which enables you to develop essential skills that can 
be transferable within any job role in the working world. Attendance is 
important factor to the course as other students will be relying on you 
to be present in order to complete performance works, mainly due to 
the collaborative nature of the course content. You may be considering 
studying the Performing Arts for A Level and maybe beyond, in which 
case this course is definitely for you. However, a Drama qualification will 
set you up in so many other ways too. It will increase your confidence, 
your ability to express yourself and relate to other people.
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Performing Arts : 
Production

Is This The Course For Me?
This is very different from the BTEC Performing Arts: Acting course as 
this Production strand is ideal for those interested in the performing 
arts industry – rather than being a performer – the elements that bring 
together a performance aside from the performers themselves. Students 
may enjoy subjects such as Technology and/or Art which would be 
beneficial for this course. The Performing Arts: Production course allows 
students the opportunity to experiment and take risks, develop teamwork 
and communication skills and build self-confidence and professional 
abilities. As well as technical and practical skills, knowledge and 
understanding of Performing Arts, students will develop employability 
skills comprising of self-management, team working, business and 
customer awareness, problem solving, communication and literacy, 
application of numeracy and application of information technology.

What Will I Be Studying?
You will follow a varied course covering skills mainly in backstage 
and production within the performing arts sector. You will spend the 
beginning part of the course fine tuning your design and technical 
production skills before moving onto more theoretical based study of 
practitioners; after this you will learn the detailed aspects of building 
a performance to a professional standard. The course concludes by 
applying everything you have learnt into a final exam performance to 
fulfil a specific brief.

How Will I Be Assessed?
Students are assessed throughout the two years of the course; each 
component has to be passed to achieve the full qualification. Work is 
assessed by case studies, written and practical assignments, performance 
observations, written rehearsal logs and projects. Internally assessed work 
is moderated by BTEC Examiners.

Pearsons
BTEC - Level 2
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Mandatory Units
Unit 1: Individual Showcase (Externally assessed)  - students will write 
a letter of application and prepare a presentation that demonstrates 
relevant skills and knowledge.
Unit 2: Preparation, Performance and Production (Internally assessed) - 
where students will take part in the preparations for a live performance 
and in the performance itself demonstrating production skills and 
techniques.
Unit 3: Production Skills for Performance (Internally assessed) – your skills 
and techniques will be put into practice when you take on a production 
role for a live performance that will be staged for a real audience. This 
could be as a designer, a maker or a technician carrying out technical 
operations during the show.
Unit 4: The Performing Arts Industry (Externally assessed) - this looks at a 
range of performing arts organisations and venues and the people who 
work in the industry in various roles, such as administration, technical and 
production.

Optional Units
The remaining units in this qualification are sector-specific, optional 
specialist units. These units focus on acting skills within the vocational 
sector and give learners an opportunity to demonstrate knowledge, skills 
and understanding. The units include learning specialist skills in set, 
costume, prop and mask design, lighting and sound for performance as 
well as stage management, front of house, make-up and wardrobe.

Anything Else I Need To Know?
You are treated as young adults venturing into the world of the 
Performing Arts which enables you to develop essential skills that 
can be transferable within any job role in the working world. You may 
be considering studying the Performing Arts for A Level and maybe 
beyond; in which case this course is definitely for you. However, a Drama 
qualification will set you up in so many other ways too. It will increase your 
confidence, your ability to express yourself and relate to other people. 
It is a great challenge in terms of your own development and helps you 
to develop essential skills that can be utilised within any job role in the 
working world.
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Psychology

Which horizontal line in the image on the 
right-hand side is longer? 
This is called the Muller-Lyer illusion 
which is a well known optical-illusion 
in which two lines of the same length 
appear to be of different lengths. In 
the perception topic, we learn different 
explanations for illusions.

AQA
GCSE

This engaging and effective qualification will introduce students to the 
fundamentals of psychology, developing critical analysis, independent 
thinking, and research skills. You will gain knowledge of how 
psychologists research different phenomenon through classroom-based 
practical and scenario-based assessments.  

Assessment:
Paper 1: Cognition and behaviour (1 hour 45 minutes; 50% of total GCSE)
- Memory
- Perception
- Development
- Research methods
Paper 2: Social context and behaviour (1 hour 45 minutes; 50% of total 
GCSE)
- Social influence
- Language, thought and communication
- Brain and neuropsychology
- Psychological problems
 
What Can This Qualification Lead To?
This course will provide students with many transferable skills which 
can be carried on beyond GCSE level. Numeracy, literacy, and extended 
writing skills are developed throughout the course whilst gaining a secure 
foundation of knowledge within psychology. Upon completion of these 
course, students will have the skills and experience to progress onto 
A-Level or other vocational courses. 
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MFL (Spanish or French)

Whilst taking a language is not currently compulsory in Key Stage 4, we 
encourage pupils to study either Spanish or French along with their other 
options.  

Language skills are in short supply in the world of work, so learning 
Spanish or French will help pupils get ahead, both in further education as 
well as in employment. Some universities now require a language GCSE 
for admission onto certain degree courses. Learning a language will also 
help develop their English and other skills. 

The GCSE covers the three broad themes; Identity and Culture, Local, 
National & Global Areas of Interest and Current & Future Study & 
Employment.  

Assessment:
- Listening: 25% of the grade comes from a final exam lasting 35/45 
minutes
- Speaking: 25% of the grade comes from a speaking exam, which takes 
place in April/May of Year 11 and is conducted by the class teacher. This is 
comprised of a role-play, discussing a photo, and a general conversation.
- Reading: 25% of the grade comes from a final exam lasting 45/60 
minutes
- Writing: 25% of the grade comes from a final exam lasting 60/75 
minutes. This includes short sentences, short written passages, 
translations and an essay.

Pupils will build upon the foundation of knowledge and understanding 
of their foreign language that is developed at Key Stage 3. Pupils will be 
expected to continue to learn vocabulary regularly throughout the course 
as well as completing other home learning tasks. 

We use a combination of sentence builders, textbooks and online 
resources in lessons, which often are focussed on specific skills, to ensure 
pupils are exam ready.

AQA
GCSE
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PE

Why Choose GCSE PE? 
A clear insight into the field – The combination of physical performance 
and academic challenge provides an exciting opportunity for pupils. They 
also learn about physical education through a range of different contexts 
and the impact it has on everyday lives.
Keeps the subject real – It encourage pupils to immerse themselves in 
the world of sports and PE with the chance to perform sport (through the 
non-exam assessment component), and delve into the how and why of 
physical activity and sport.
Skills for a modern world – Pupils have the opportunity to develop a 
practical set of key skills, including dealing with pressure, split second 
decision-making, interpreting and analysing data, and more.
Accessible for more pupils – The written papers are designed in 
manageable bite size chunks rather than being massively long, thus 
aiding pupils’ revision.
 
GCSE Physical Education will equip learners with the knowledge, 
understanding, skills and values to develop and maintain their 
performance in physical activities and understand the benefits to health, 
fitness and well-being. 

Edexcel
GCSE or BTEC
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This will require them to: 
• Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors 
that underpin physical activity and sport and use this knowledge to 
improve performance.
• Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects 
performance in physical activity and sport 
• Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing 
skills and techniques and selecting and using tactics, strategies and/ or 
compositional ideas 
• Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve 
performance in physical activity and sport 
• Understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make 
to health, fitness and well-being 
• Understand key socio-cultural influences which can affect people’s 
involvement in physical activity and sport.
 
The course is 70% theory, 30% practical. 
 
Pupils will be entered onto either BTEC Sport or GCSE PE depending on 
the most suitable course for them.
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RE

GCSE RE students will develop knowledge and understanding of two 
world religions, enabling them to develop their own values, beliefs and 
attitudes in the light of what they have learnt and will contribute to their 
preparation for adult life in a pluralistic society and global community.

Students will develop analytical and critical thinking skills to enable them 
to present a wide range of well-informed and reasonable arguments, 
aiding in progression to AS and A level study. GCSE RE is good preparation 
for any people facing jobs such as education, humanitarian work, NHS, 
law or business.

GCSE RE is suitable for students with strong writing and argument skills. 
GCSE RE students will student the beliefs of two world religions. They will 
study two topics, Marriage & the Family and Peace & Conflict. They will be 
assessed through two exams in Year 11, each worth 50% of the grade.

AQA
GCSE
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Further Information, 
Advice and Guidance
In School: 
Assistant Head of school – Miss A Hargreaves
Year 9 APPL – Miss L Ellis
Subject Teachers
Mentors
Careers – Ms S Hodge

Useful Websites:
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/faqs
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/
http://direct.gov.uk/EducationAndLearning/QualificationsExplained/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
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