
 

 

 

 

Summer School 2021 

 

This year’s summer school was funded by the government catch-up premium, launched to help 
pupils and disadvantaged young people catch up on missed education because of Covid-19. 

At Westwood Summer School 2021 took place on Monday 25th July to Friday 30th July 2021. All new 

Year 7’s and Years 8 into 9 and 9 into 10 were invited to take part. In total 92 Year 7’s and 29 Key 

Stage 3 pupils accepted the invitation to take part. The Year 7 cohort of 92 pupils represented just 

under 54% of the total cohort for the new Year 7’s. 

The Year 7 transition summer school was administered and taught by Westwood staff. The Key Stage 
3 offer was led by third party educational provider, PET XI who delivered a week of summer fun to 
pupils to support them in catching-up following time out of the classroom due to Covid. The school 
provided morning break and lunch catering for all pupils, not just those in receipt of Free School 
Meals (FSM), this removed any stigma attached to FSM (33% of pupils), introduced all pupils to their 
new dining room and ensured all pupils were prepared nutritionally for study…..and fun. 

Year 7 

Pupils were supported by 15 members of school teaching staff and two members of support staff, 
this was a real introduction to staff who would become their teachers in September and an 
opportunity for all to get to know the school prior to officially joining Westwood. 

Coventry is the national City of Culture for 2021 so the Year 7 summer school programme was based 
on a City of Culture theme and followed the journey of a young girl, Amal, from her home in Turkey 
to her new home in the UK. 

Themes explored during the week covered Amal’s journey, her new home, her fears and the 
adventure of moving countries and the welcome she received in her new home city of Coventry. The 
themes were explored within the medium of art, design and technology, sport, geography, 
languages and science.  

Pupils also walked to the adjacent University of Warwick to explore the amazing Arts Sculpture trail. 
The week culminated in a ceremony to celebrate the achievements of pupils during the week. 

The Year 7 summer school offer was primarily to introduce new pupils to the school, our staff and to 
ease the fears of transition, helped by making new friends prior to a September start. Given that 
many pupils had missed a considerable amount of primary schooling due to Covid in 2020 it also 
afforded key staff the opportunity to assess pupils in a more informal and fun way. 

 



 

 

The above photographs detailing some of the work undertaken by summer school pupils on the 
global theme of climate change and an exploration of language and the barriers to moving to a new 
country. 

Photographs below detailing the amazing pebble installation created by pupils to represent the 
welcome offered to Amal and her family, a geographical portrait exploring the journey from Turkey 
to the UK 

 

Years 8 & 9 

PET-Xi delivered intensive and immersive lessons covering maths and English as well as a number of 
enrichment activities to a group of Year 8 and 9 pupils, to both boost their knowledge and increase 
their confidence. They called this their epic Summer of Fun. 

Each PET-Xi team comprised a Motivational Lead Trainer, a Maths Expert and an English Expert 
(subject specialists), and a Support Trainer, and this team works with a group of up to 30 learners for 
the whole week. PET-Xi insisted upon high staffing ratios especially for those learners who are new 
to school or need that bit of extra support. 

Pupils gained so much from this supplementary educational offer. We also took the opportunity to 
mix the two-year groups, meaning that pupils were able to work alongside their peers but also 
interact, learn from each other and make new friends.   



Pupils gained new insight into progressive learning in both Maths and English alongside fun and 
challenging enrichment activities. An added bonus for all has been no school uniform. 

PET-Xi’s innovative approach to teaching and learning ensured that they not only quickly learn new 
skills, but thoroughly enjoy their educational progression and achievement during the week. The 
programme also included daily confidence tests designed to both boost confidence and evidence 
progress, and this group did exceptionally well. 

Of the 29 pupils who attended this summer school programme all improved academically in both 
Maths and English throughout the summer school further preparing them for their new school year. 

Pupils taking part in the programme all took mini subject-specific confidence tests at the start and 
end of each session to measure the impact and progress of the session. Learner workbooks were left 
with the school so that teachers can take a look at the work produced by pupils when they start back 
at school in September.  

All pupils completed a programme evaluation form which captures their views on the whole 
experience. The aim for all students taking part in the summer programme was to help them to 
catch up with their Maths and English, their friends and their lives and this programme achieved this 
with exceptional results. The photograph below shows some of the pupils participating and the PET 
XI team (in pink) who helped to deliver the programme. 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The summer school, for the 121 pupils who took part was a huge success, both educationally and 

socially. For more information and photographs you can visit the school’s Twitter page 

@academywestwood.      


